
Sr. O’Donnell’s Top 10 List for Spanish 2R 
 
1.  Be on time for every class. 
 ●Students who arrive late (a few seconds or a few minutes) will receive detention that night,  

non-negotiable 
 
2.  Come PREPARED for class EVERYDAY, you will need: 
 a.  A three ring binder for Spanish 2R only 
 b.  Multiple working blue/black pens 
 c.  A grammar flipchart (3x5 index card spiral notebook) 
 d.  Lined loose leaf paper 
 e.  All work due that day completed to the best of your ability 
 
3.  Complete all HW assignments BEFORE you come to class. 
 ●Students whose HW assignment is not completed to the BEST OF THEIR ABILITY receive  

detention for that night, non-negotiable. 
 ●For example, 8 out of 10 is NOT complete 
 ●“I didn’t understand/get it” is not a valid excuse for not doing HW.  You can always come to  

my room (room 121) before 1st period or during a free period (see below). 
 
4.  Actively participate and pay attention (participation grade is 20%, see rubric attached).  The  

participation grade must be earned.  It is not a given.  Active participation also includes 
attempting to use Spanish.  Consequently, disruptive behavior is not participating in the class and 
will result in reduction of grade. 

 
5.  Ask questions and seek help when you need it. 
 ●you can come to my room before 1st period to ask questions or get help 

 ●I am free during periods ____________ and ____________ in room _______________ 
 
6.  Take responsibility for all of your work throughout the year, present or absent. 
 ●You have 3 days to make up all missed work due to an absence-- class work, homework,  

tests, and quizzes upon your return to school. 
 ●Remember, the responsibility is YOURS—to keep up with work, your grades, to get help  

when needed, etc.  Also, your work and behavior are a direct representation of yourself and 
should be the result of your best effort, on a daily basis. 

 
7.  Music lessons may only be attended on non-test/quiz/project days AND only if you request  

permission from me the day before or in the morning before school. 
 
8.  If you know you will be absent (vacation, field trip, doctor, etc.) inform me ahead of time and I will  

gather the work for you. 
 
9.  Follow ALL the policies and rules of CHS as stated in the academic planner and Code of Conduct. 

 

10. MOST IMPORTANTLY, ALWAYS SHOW RESPECT FOR YOURSELF, YOUR  
CLASSMATES, YOUR TEACHER AND THE CLASSROOM 



Course Description 
Spanish 2R is a Regents style preparatory course and a continuation of Spanish I.  This course is for 
students with one or two years’ experience of Spanish.  Students will continue the material learned in 
Spanish I and begin more advanced aspects of the language.  Spanish 2R expands upon one’s previous 
knowledge of Spanish with the goal of improving listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.  
Students will practice speech patterns focusing on listening comprehension in conjunction with oral 
communication.  Oral communication will be conducted on a daily basis to strengthen listening 
comprehension, pronunciation and conversation skills.  Grammar and vocabulary will be emphasized 
heavily.  Additionally, Hispanic culture will be an integral part of the course as it is an integral part of 
the language.  The Regents style exam is not given until the end of Spanish 3R but the course will 
have a mid-term and a cumulative final exam which are similar to the Regents style exam itself. 
 
Tests and Quizzes 
There will be 2-3 tests per quarter.  There will be a quiz approximately every week.  Short weeks will 
be adjusted accordingly.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 
 
Homework and Projects 
Homework will be assigned 3-4 times per week and is due at the beginning of class.    There will be 1-
2 projects per quarter.  They are to be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date.  Failure to 
complete assignments on time will result in detention and reduction of the grade. 
 
Participation 
The best way to learn a language is to actively use it therefore active participation is required daily. 
You will receive 2 participation grades per quarter, one at 5 weeks and one at 10 weeks which are 
20% of your grade. 
 
Evaluation 
Tests:    20% 
Quizzes:   20% 
Homework:   20% 
Projects / Speaking:  20% 
Participation:   20% 
 
Translators 
With internet translation options easily available, many students are tempted to write an assignment 
in English and “let the computer do the rest”.  This translation “work” is NOT acceptable.  Any 
assignments done by translation programs will automatically receive a “0” and disciplinary action 
will be taken.  Using computer translation creates several problems: 1) Many translators are flawed 
and therefore the translation is frequently incomprehensible.  2)  Using a translator prevents a 
student from actively using the vocabulary, verbs and grammar structures we focus on in class.  The 
translator actually inhibits the students’ progress in learning the language.  3)  Sometimes the 
translation is far beyond the student’s capabilities and therefore not the students work.  4)  Most 
importantly, it is dishonest to claim that something a translation program produced is your work.  
Bottom line, we are here to learn Spanish so all work must be your own. 
 
_____________________________________ 
 (student signature) 
______________________________________ 
 (parent signature) 


